
It is a book of football stories written 
by fans: some are professional writers and 
journalists, but most come from jobs across 
the community. With traditional match 
details, it also acts as a record of the season.

The match reports are written in a 
very Australian way: amusing, insightful, 
irreverent at times, and just good fun. They 
celebrate the game, the culture around the 
game, and reveal the mind of the fan. These 
are one-eyed, stick-it-up-’em stories where 
writers give an account of what’s happening 
on the park, and off it, whether they be 
watching from the grandstand, the hill, the 
pub or the other side of the world. 
Background

	 he	rugby	league	almanac idea is part Tof the Malarkey Publications fan-writing 
concept. This concept has been developed 
by writer/columnist/broadcaster John 
harms (who has written many pieces 
over the years from the perspective of the 
fan) and involves book publishing and a 
substantial website. In the case of rugby 
league, the co-editor is journalist/writer/
blogger nick Tedeschi.

Having grown up in Queensland John 
Harms has a very ecumenical outlook 
when it comes to footy. He first developed 
The (AFL) Footy Almanac concept. The five 
editions of the AFL version have been very 
successful; so successful that a website has 
emerged from them. At www.footyalmanac.

com.au fans can publish their sportswriting. 
Almost 6,000 pieces appear on the site, 
including many rugby league pieces.

This website has developed into a LARGE 
community of readers and writers, and 
from the general home page, people can 
access the Rugby League Almanac page. It 
should be noted that the stories in The Rugby 
League Almanac 2012 have not appeared on 
this website. They are new stories, specially 
commissioned for the book.

Traffic to the site is considerable, 
averaging around 60,000 hits per month 
and growing. On current trends, it will have 
1,000,000 hits in 2013.

The publication of articles on the website 

is supported by social media, and by a 
weekly e-newsletter (as well as occasional 
special newsletters).
The ediTors 

John harms 
is a writer and 
broadcaster. He grew 
up on the Darling 
Downs where he 
played  junior rugby 
league for the Oakey 
Bears. A thinking-
boy’s five-eighth, he 
orchestrated just the 
one victory in four seasons, against Allora-
Clifton, the home of the Platzes and the 
Hancocks. While playing rugby league he 
also followed Geelong in the VFL.

John’s books include the biography  
The Pearl: Steve Renouf’s Story, and memoirs 
Confessions of a Thirteenth Man (cricket), 
Memoirs of a Mug Punter (horseracing), and 
Loose Men Everywhere (Australian football 
and rugby league). He is about to publish 
the sixth edition of The Footy Almanac and 
the maiden edition of The Rugby League 
Almanac.

He has had columns in The Age, The 
Australian, The Canberra Times and has 
written for many publications including 
The Monthly, Inside Sport and many other 
newspapers. He has segments on ABC radio 
around Australia, and is a regular panelist 
on ABC TV’s Offsiders.

He is now heavily involved in www.

footyalmanac.com.au, where he is editor and 
writer-at-large. 

k

nick Tedeschi is a lifelong rugby league 
tragic who has written extensively on 
the game.  Nick is the author of Chasing 
Greatness and edited A Short History of 
Rugby League. He is the owner/managing 
editor of Making The Nut, the rugby league 
and gambling editor of Back Page Lead and 
has written for Crikey, Betfair, Punting Ace 
and Sports Biz Insider. He also writes and 
produces the annual Punters’ Guide to the 

Introducing The Rugby League Almanac 
The Rugby League Almanac, published for the first time in 2012, is a 
brilliant new concept in writing about the greatest game of all. Edited by 
John Harms and Nick Tedeschi, it is a game-by-game account of the 2012 
NRL season. There has never been anything like it.

ouTline

preliminary essays

•	dave Faulkner	(Hoodoo	Gurus)	
on	the	game

•	roy masters	on	Ben	Barba

•	John stanley	on	being	a	fan	of	
the	game,	and	the	Dragons

•	John harms	on	State	of	Origin	I

•	nick Tedeschi’s	Season	Review

match reports

•	rounds 1-26	match	reports		
(one	story	on	each)

•	Weeks 1-3	of	the	finals	(a	fan	
from	both	clubs	on	eachmatch)

•	grand Final	(numerous	writers)

statistics

•	A	succinct	stats	section	conveys	
some	of	the	key	information;	
e.g.,	player	lists.

•	Awarding	of	the	Nathan	
Hindmarsh	Medal:	writers	give	
3-2-1	to	the	best	players	in	each	
match.

NRL Season. 

Nick loves 
the game but is 
forthright in coming 
out against those 
he feels do not treat 
the game with the 
respect it deserves, 
be it players, 
coaches, officials 
or administrators. 
Having given up on his dream to coach 
Canterbury to a premiership, he is now 
happy to chronicle the game they call the 
greatest of all. 

Rugby league has been crying out for this sort of book.



opporTuniTy
There	is	an	opportunity	for	businesses	and	organisations		
to	become	involved	in	The Rugby League Almanac 2012.

1.	As	sponsor/advertiser	of	The Rugby League Almanac 2012;

2.	As	sponsor/advertiser	across	the	whole	Almanac	project;

3.	As	a	purchaser	of	copies	of	The Rugby League Almanac 2012		
at	rates	set	according	to	volume.

Arrangements, by negotiation, can include:

1.	Cover	logo
2.	Advertisement	in	the	The Rugby League Almanac 2012

3.	Banner	ads	on	www.footyalmanac.com.au

4.	Advertisement	on	weekly	e-newsletter

5.	Copies	of	the	The Rugby League Almanac 2012

6.	Places	at	Almanac	events	(lunches	etc)

7.	Signage	at	Almanac	launches	

For	further	information	please	contact	John	Harms		
on	0417 635 030	or	at	j.t.h@bigpond.net.au


